THE LAST DAYS OF THE WAR

Madrid and proposes that it should appoint one or more
persons to settle all differences in a friendly and patriotic
manner. Inasmuch as it is of interest to Spain, it is of interest
to the Government that, whatsoever may happen, any
transfer of authority should take place in a normal and
constitutional manner. Only in this way can the cause for
which we have fought remain unsullied. And only thus can
we preserve those advantages in the international sphere
which still remain to us through our limited connections. In
the certainty that as Spaniards the Junta will give heed to our
request.

JUAN NEGRIN.

No more could have been asked of a Government which, in the
most difficult situation that ever men intent on serving their
country have had to face, had been so basely betrayed. It was a
document full of concessions. We knew perfectly well that one
of the reasons which had decided the new rebels to speed up their
plans was the desire to prevent Dr. Negrih from broadcasting his
speech that night, as had been announced since the previous
Friday. For from this speech the whole population of the central-
southern zone would have learnt of the pending negotiations
and the efforts made to obtain an honourable peace. Casado had
heard all this from the lips of the Prime Minister himself. The
broadcasting of the speech would have deprived the Gasado
movement of its whole raison d'itre. Hence the determination to
stifle the voice of the Government.

But stronger than the indignation aroused in us by the resort
to such methods at such a serious time, was the need to maintain
unity among those who had fought under the same flag. We
could foresee the disastrous effect that a breach in the anti-
Fascist front would produce in the minds of millions all over the
world who, inspired by their nobility and heroism, had supported
the cause of the Spanish people. We could foresee the sudden
collapse of all resistance, and the disorder and confusion in which
evacuation would take place. After the great sacrifices which
had been made we could hardly allow ourselves to be swayed
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